Notes and Acknowledgements

This document began as an investigation into my maternal great grandfather Frederick J. J. Campbell.  His descendants knew very little about him; his life, ancestry or family.

However, as the research developed it became apparent that Frederick Campbell was a part of a larger tapestry involving the Caldwell and Haynie families.  The ties were marital, geographical and historical in the establishment of the Republic of Texas and its transition to the State of Texas in the nineteenth century.  The work was expanded to include these other two families.
The Caldwell family had been investigated by other family genealogists.  As a result, there was a wealth of information gathered previously, which led to the Caldwell family becoming the dominant family in this work.  Loyce Haynie Rossman’s book on the Haynie family and Alice Duggan Gracy’s book on the Gracy and Caldwell families are the primary resources for family genealogists.
In this respect, it is interesting to see the three surnames used as first and middle names into the 8th and 9th generations.

It’s important to remember that this is a snapshot of three families in the year 2008.  It is a journey that began in the 1600’s in colonial Virginia with the Haynie family and in the 18th and 19th Centuries for the Caldwell and Campbell families.  
Any genealogical work is a work in progress with the known information open at either end.  Some researcher in the future may find a path to our ancestors and continue to track our descendants.

The Caldwell family contains the most complete descendant data.  No attempt was made to collect the descendant information on the Haynie family.  It is simply too large a family and would be a book unto itself.  The Campbell family descendant information is a compilation of data found on the internet and that supplied by the Campbell Foundation.  
The information collected was verified through a second source wherever possible.  In cases where there was a discrepancy, the official record was used such as state and county birth, marriage and death registries or Social Security death information.

The narrative portion on the Caldwell family may contain more Texas history than some of you may like.  However, there are a lot of family members who didn’t take Texas history in the 5th grade and I wanted to give them an idea of the conditions and circumstances that existed for our ancestors beginning in the 1830’s in colonial Texas.  

There are a couple of observations that make these families different from the other ancestral families that I have studied.  The first is the unusual number of persons, male and female, who never married.  I found this fact very interesting, especially for females in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries.  This was a time when women were identified by the male to whom they were married.
The other is the number of divorces in that same time period.  The explosion of divorces starting in the 1960’s is similar for all of the families that I have researched, but it is the ones in the earlier time period that stand out.

Although occupation data was not gathered, it appears by casual observation that one occupation dominates.  Petty Caldwell Ross observed that there must be a “legal gene” because there are so many lawyers in the family.  If there is such a thing as a “legal gene”, this family has it.  There are family groups with 6 or more lawyers.
Thomas Howell Hight, who married into the Caldwell family, stated that the Caldwell family members he met were all good looking, musically talented and smart, whether they were educated or not.  Of course we are.
There are several oral histories included in this work.  I encourage those of us who have family members who know and remember things about our ancestors to try and record that information.  Once they are gone, the information will disappear.

I want to thank my daughters who were very helpful in finishing this document.  Helen Huckaba worked with all the photos submitted and arranged them for me.  Julia Roadman created the descendant trees for each family group.

David and Laura Gracy were very gracious to let me use the photos and maps from the book written by David’s mother on the Gracy and Caldwell families.
Blood line family members are in bold typeface.  The generational information starts with Adam Caldwell and John Campbell as the first generation.  Children in each family are in birth order with a small alphabetical designation, including those who were adopted or brought to the family.

It has been a privilege for me to compile this information and present it to you.  I would like to thank all the relatives who contributed to this document.  Without your help, this would have been an impossible task.  It’s been said that you can’t pick your family and I am very fortunate to have met and communicated with so many who care about their ancestry, family and want to learn more about it.

I am sure that sharp eyed folks will find errors and omissions.  All of these are of my own making.

RAVJr.
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